
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
 

 x  
PANTHER PARTNERS INC., Individually 
and on Behalf of All Others Similarly Situated, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

JIANPU TECHNOLOGY INC., DAQING 
(DAVID) YE, YILU (OSCAR) CHEN, 
JIAYAN LU, CAOFENG LIU, CHENCHAO 
ZHUANG, JAMES QUN MI, KUI ZHOU, 
YUANYUAN FAN, DENNY LEE, RONG360 
INC., GOLDMAN SACHS (ASIA) L.L.C., 
GOLDMAN SACHS & CO. LLC, MORGAN 
STANLEY & CO. INTERNATIONAL PLC, 
J.P. MORGAN SECURITIES LLC, CHINA 
RENAISSANCE SECURITIES (HONG 
KONG) LIMITED, CHINA RENAISSANCE 
SECURITIES (US) INC., LAW DEBENTURE 
CORPORATE SERVICES INC. and 
GISELLE MANON, inclusive, 

Defendants. 
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Civil Action No. 1:18-cv-09848-PGG 

CLASS ACTION 

DECLARATION OF ERIN W. BOARDMAN 
FILED ON BEHALF OF ROBBINS GELLER 
RUDMAN & DOWD LLP IN SUPPORT OF 
APPLICATION FOR AWARD OF 
ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND EXPENSES 
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I, ERIN W. BOARDMAN, declare as follows: 

1. I am a member of the firm of Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd LLP (“Robbins 

Geller” or the “Firm”).  I am submitting this declaration in support of my Firm’s application for an 

award of attorneys’ fees, expenses and charges (“expenses”) in connection with services rendered in 

the above-entitled action (the “Litigation”). 

2. This Firm is Co-Lead Counsel of record for Lead Plaintiff Panther Partners Inc., and 

the Settlement Class herein. 

3. The information in this declaration regarding the Firm’s time and expenses is taken 

from time and expense reports and supporting documentation prepared and/or maintained by the 

Firm in the ordinary course of business.  I am the partner who oversaw and/or conducted the day-to-

day activities in the Litigation and I reviewed these reports (and backup documentation where 

necessary or appropriate) in connection with the preparation of this declaration.  The purpose of this 

review was to confirm both the accuracy of the entries on the reports as well as the necessity for, and 

reasonableness of, the time and expenses committed to the Litigation.  As a result of this review, 

reductions were made to both time and expenses in the exercise of billing judgment.  Based on this 

review and the adjustments made, I believe that the time reflected in the Firm’s lodestar calculation 

and the expenses for which payment is sought herein are reasonable and were necessary for the 

effective and efficient prosecution and resolution of the Litigation.  In addition, I believe that these 

expenses are all of a type that would normally be charged to a fee-paying client in the private legal 

marketplace. 

4. After the reductions referred to above, the number of hours spent on the Litigation by 

the Firm is 1,841.40.  A breakdown of the lodestar is provided in the attached Exhibit A.  The 

lodestar amount for attorney/paraprofessional time based on the Firm’s 2021 rates is $1,264,723.50.  
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The hourly rates shown in Exhibit A are the Firm’s regular 2021 rates in contingent cases set by the 

Firm for each individual.  These hourly rates are consistent with hourly rates submitted by the Firm 

to state and federal courts during 2021 in other securities class action litigation.  The Firm’s rates are 

set based on periodic analysis of rates charged by firms performing comparable work both on the 

plaintiff and defense side.  For personnel who are no longer employed by the Firm, the “current rate” 

used for the lodestar calculation is based upon the rate for that person in his or her final year of 

employment with the Firm. 

5. The Firm seeks an award of $18,564.58 in expenses and charges in connection with 

the prosecution of the Litigation.  Those expenses and charges are summarized by category in the 

attached Exhibit B. 

6. The following is additional information regarding certain of these expenses: 

(a) Filing, Witness and Other Fees: $3,120.83.  These expenses have been paid to 

the Court for filing fees and to an attorney service firm who served process of the summons and 

complaint on multiple entities. 

(b) Business Wire: $3,062.50.  This expense was necessary under the Private 

Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995’s (“PSLRA”) “early notice” requirements, which provide, 

among other things, that “[n]ot later than 20 days after the date on which the complaint is filed, the 

plaintiff or plaintiffs shall cause to be published, in a widely circulated national business-oriented 

publication or wire service, a notice advising members of the purported plaintiff class – (I) of the 

pendency of the action, the claims asserted therein, and the purported class period; and (II) that, not 

later than 60 days after the date on which the notice is published, any member of the purported class 

may move the court to serve as lead plaintiff of the purported class.”  See 15 U.S.C. §77z-

1(a)(3)(A)(i). 
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(c) Online Legal and Financial Research: $1,893.83.  This category includes 

vendors such as LexisNexis Products, PACER, and Westlaw.  These resources were used to obtain 

access to SEC filings, factual databases, legal research, and for cite-checking of briefs.  This expense 

represents the expenses incurred by Robbins Geller for use of these services in connection with this 

Litigation.  The charges for these vendors vary depending upon the type of services requested.  For 

example, Robbins Geller has flat-rate contracts with some of these providers for use of their services.  

When Robbins Geller utilizes online services provided by a vendor with a flat-rate contract, access 

to the service is by a billing code entered for the specific case being litigated.  At the end of each 

billing period in which such service is used, Robbins Geller’s costs for such services are allocated to 

specific cases based on the percentage of use in connection with that specific case in the billing 

period.  As a result of the contracts negotiated by Robbins Geller with certain providers, the Class 

enjoys substantial savings in comparison with the “market-rate” for a la carte use of such services 

which some law firms pass on to their clients.  For example, the “market rate” charged to others by 

LexisNexis for the types of services used by Robbins Geller is more expensive than the rates 

negotiated by Robbins Geller. 

(d) Mediation Fees (Phillips ADR Enterprises, P.C.): $10,187.50.  These are 

Robbins Geller’s portion of the fees of the mediator, Greg Lindstrom, Esq.  The parties engaged Mr. 

Lindstrom, an experienced mediator of complex cases and class actions, to provide mediation 

services in this matter.  Mr. Lindstrom and/or his staff engaged in pre-mediation telephone 

conferences and communications with the parties’ counsel, spent time reviewing and analyzing the 

parties’ mediation statements, and prepared for and attended the full-day mediation session via 

Zoom.  After the mediation had concluded unsuccessfully, Mr. Lindstrom and/or his staff engaged in 

numerous communications with the parties’ counsel and insurance carriers over the course of several 
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months – which assisted the parties in ultimately reaching an agreement-in-principle to settle the 

Litigation. 

7. The expenses pertaining to this case are reflected in the books and records of this 

Firm.  These books and records are prepared from receipts, expense vouchers, check records and 

other documents and are an accurate record of the expenses. 

8. The identification and background of my Firm and its partners is attached hereto as 

Exhibit C. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  Executed this 18th 

day of February, 2022, at Melville, New York. 

s/ ERIN W. BOARDMAN 
ERIN W. BOARDMAN 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Erin W. Boardman, hereby certify that on February 18, 2022, I authorized a true and 

correct copy of the foregoing document to be electronically filed with the Clerk of the Court using 

the CM/ECF system, which will send notification of such public filing to all counsel registered to 

received such notice. 

 

s/ Erin W. Boardman 
 ERIN W. BOARDMAN 
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